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ConceptConcept

Create a multiCreate a multi--use winter trail that will:use winter trail that will:
Enhance the quality of life for residentsEnhance the quality of life for residents
Mitigate some of the discomfort and inconvenience of winterMitigate some of the discomfort and inconvenience of winter
Promote a unique sense of place to assist with creating a more Promote a unique sense of place to assist with creating a more 
diversified economydiversified economy

The following pictures from Anchorage, Alaska depict the conceptThe following pictures from Anchorage, Alaska depict the concept in in 
place. The hardplace. The hard--pack trail allows for nordic skiing, snowshoeing, pack trail allows for nordic skiing, snowshoeing, 
jogging, and walking.jogging, and walking.













Master PlanMaster Plan

Chapter 11: Winter City Considerations 

“Some existing pedestrian trails can be groomed for multi-use 
during the winter season.  This could include some of the bike and 
pedestrian trails along the waterfront and McClellan Avenue.  
Compaction of the snow is an appropriate way to groom these trails 
in order to accommodate multiple-uses such as walking, snow 
shoeing, or cross-county skiing.” (p. 201)



Master PlanMaster Plan

Chapter 11: Winter City Considerations 

“Create ski trails within the city by connecting existing trails and 
walkways, and by maintaining the snow for a multi-purpose skiing 
and walking path. Potential trails include a connection between the 
Fit Strip ski trail and the proposed linear park via Harlow Park and 
the Cemetery, and the Lakeshore and Ridge to Hawley bike paths.”
(p.205)
“Generate local pride in the community by rejecting negative 
thinking about winter, and instead focus on its potential and the 
opportunities winter offers.” (p.205)
“Recognize innovative efforts in the community to with regards to
site design, technology, and materials.” (p.205)



Master PlanMaster Plan

Chapter 7: Economic Assessment 

Economic Diversification

“Promote all season eco-tourism, sport tourism, and heritage 
tourism as a way to increase the awareness of Marquette’s natural 
surroundings and also develop the Marquette economy.” (p. 119)
“Identify other areas in which Marquette can promote more regional 
services to attract revenue from outside the City. This would include 
recreational activities, cultural amenities, and promotion of its 
unique winter city attractions.” (p. 119)



Master PlanMaster Plan

Quotes from residents – Master Plan Survey

“We get so much winter! Make the most of it!”

“Winter is such a presence that it must be celebrated.”

“We have great potential for a strong winter economy.”

(Sidebar – p. 194)



Five Year Recreation Master PlanFive Year Recreation Master Plan

Identifies the need for additional groomed ski 
trails (Table 4.4 – p. 4-10) and (p. 4-11)
Citizen survey identified the Most Important 
Actions for the City of Marquette to Take to 
Improve & Expand Parks and Recreation 
Facilities as:

Develop multipurpose trails providing linkages (46%)
Develop new winter recreation facilities (37%)



LocationLocation

Located along the picturesque lakeshore Located along the picturesque lakeshore 
on the existing multion the existing multi--use path, the trail use path, the trail 
would potentially allow for more than 7 would potentially allow for more than 7 
miles of multimiles of multi--use trail with approximately use trail with approximately 
a dozen crossing points identified.a dozen crossing points identified.



City of City of 
MarquetteMarquette

The proposed multiThe proposed multi--use trail use trail 
is shown in blue and the is shown in blue and the 
existing public parking existing public parking 

locations are shown in red.locations are shown in red.



SeasonSeason

If the pilot is successful, the season for If the pilot is successful, the season for 
would be carried out from the weekend would be carried out from the weekend 
preceding Christmas through the end of preceding Christmas through the end of 
February.February.
The season is weather dependent.The season is weather dependent.



CostCost

Cost Neutral:Cost Neutral:
The time spent grooming the trail is expected The time spent grooming the trail is expected 
to be less than the time clearing the trails.to be less than the time clearing the trails.
No additional equipment is needed.No additional equipment is needed.



Next StepsNext Steps

Community Education and Promotion Community Education and Promotion 
through news media, internet, and through news media, internet, and 
Channel 21Channel 21
Monitor and evaluate pilot projectMonitor and evaluate pilot project

Window survey/physical monitoringWindow survey/physical monitoring
Feedback from community and businessesFeedback from community and businesses



EndorsementsEndorsements

Noquemanon Trail NetworkNoquemanon Trail Network
Parks and Recreation Advisory BoardParks and Recreation Advisory Board
Marquette Downtown Development AuthorityMarquette Downtown Development Authority
Marquette Board of Light & PowerMarquette Board of Light & Power
Lake Superior Community PartnershipLake Superior Community Partnership
Marquette County Convention and Visitor BureauMarquette County Convention and Visitor Bureau
City Planning CommissionCity Planning Commission
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