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Mayor Kivela Announces AmeriCorps Grant for City of Marquette

The City of Marquette — Mayor Kivela announced today that Marquette-Alger Regional
Educational Service Agency (MARESA) AmeriCorps Program, Get Ready Get Reading, has
received a $149,857 AmeriCorps grant from the Corporation for National and Community Service
(CNCS).

The grant will support twelve AmeriCorps members who will provide focused one-to-one or
small-group tutoring using evidence-based reading interventions and progress monitoring
specifically targeted to the most salient area of reading need by grade level. Tutors will work with
those students not “at”, but “closest to” achieving benchmark as this is the cohort of students least
likely to have services through Special Education or Title I services. Service will take place in the K-
12 schools across Marquette and Alger counties. Via the school’s benchmark literacy screening and
AmeriCorps member progress monitoring, participating students’ reading growth will be
documented. In addition, AmeriCorps members will leverage an additional 48-60 volunteers trained
to locate, prepare, and conduct supplemental literacy support activities to enhance and extend the
program’s reach. At the end of the three-year project period, students will improve literacy
achievement sufficiently to place them on a reading achievement trajectory that will lead to college
and career readiness. Get Ready, Get Reading directly addresses the CNCS focus area of
Education (ED 2) and within that area seeks to improve academic performance (ED 5). The CNCS

investment of $149,857 will be matched with $149,857.
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“Citizen service is an essential part of the solution to many of the challenges facing our city,
especially in tough economic times,” said Mayor Kivela. “These AmeriCorps members will meet
pressing local needs and strengthen our city as they develop civic and leadership skills that can last
a lifetime. I congratulate MARESA for receiving this grant and thank all those who have answered
the call to service by joining AmeriCorps.”

In addition to grant dollars, CNCS is setting aside funding to pay for Segal AmeriCorps
Education Awards for individuals who will serve in positions funded by these grants. After
completing a full term of service, AmeriCorps members receive an education award of $5,550 that
they can use to pay for college or to pay off student loans.

The current year’s AmeriCorps grant cycle was highly competitive, due to the strong and
growing demand by organizations seeking AmeriCorps resources. Demand is also strong from
individuals wanting to serve. CNCS received a record-breaking 582,000 AmeriCorps applications in
2011, a dramatic increase from the 360,000 seen in 2009.

The grants advance the priorities of the bipartisan 2009 Edward M. Kennedy Serve America
Act and focus AmeriCorps resources on six key service areas: disaster services, economic
opportunity, education, environmental stewardship, healthy futures, and veterans and military
families.

AmeriCorps is a national service program that engages Americans of all ages and
backgrounds in service to meet critical needs. Its members serve through thousands of nonprofit
and faith-based organizations in rural and urban communities throughout the nation. Among other
activities, AmeriCorps members tutor and mentor youth, expand health services, build affordable
housing, run after-school programs, help veterans access employment and other services, respond

to disasters, and recruit and train other volunteers.
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AmeriCorps, which is administered by the Corporation for National and Community Service,
engages 80,000 people each year in intensive, results-driven service through more than 14,000
organizations across the country. Since 1994, more than 775,000 Americans have provided more
than 1 billion hours of service to their communities and country through AmeriCorps. Among other
accomplishments, AmeriCorps members last year mobilized 3.4 million community volunteers, and
tutored, mentored, or served more than 3.5 million disadvantaged youth. Interested individuals can

learn about available opportunities and apply online by visiting AmeriCorps.gov.
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